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HOUSE RULES

In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other
members of the audience, please refrain from recording, filming, taking photographs,
and also from smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium. Please ensure that your
mobile phones and any other sound and light emitting devices are switched off
before the performance. Thank you for your kind co-operation.

Please fill out our survey after the concert.
SEE TR ELEBTRETHS -

Scarlatti:Cage:Sonatas

SCARLATTI Sonata
CAGE Sonata XIV
SCARLATTI Sonata
CAGE Sonata XIlI
SCARLATTI Sonata
CAGE Sonata Xl
SCARLATTI Sonata
CAGE Sonata |
SCARLATTI Sonata
CAGE Sonata XlI
SCARLATTI Sonata
CAGE Sonata XVI
SCARLATTI Sonata
CAGE Sonata V
SCARLATTI Sonata

in D minor, K. 213

in D minor, K. 141

in E Major, K. 531

in B minor, K. 27

in B minor, K. 87

in A minor, K. 175

in E Major, K. 380

in D Major, K. 492
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Programme may be subject

to change. The content of this
programme does not reflect
the views of the Government
of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region.
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Message From Our Executive Director

Dear Friends and Music Lovers,

| am always delighted to welcome you to the concert hall, but
| am particularly thrilled to welcome you to this concert. Given
the ever-changing quarantine rules in Hong Kong, we really
didn’t know whether David would actually make it to Hong Kong
in time. | cannot thank him enough for keeping this date and
enduring a lengthy hotel quarantine to come to Hong Kong.
Who could have imagined when we had to cancel David’s June
2020 date that we would still be in the middle of this pandemic
18 months later?!

We are delighted to be collaborating again with our friends at the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra to bring David to Hong Kong. Working together has
definitely been one benefit of the pandemic!

Of course with all this uncertainty, finding corporate sponsorship is almost impossible.
That is why we are especially grateful to the Home Affairs Bureau for their financial
support through the Art Development Matching Grant Scheme, where every dollar
we are able to raise through donations is matched 150%. We would also like to
thank our loyal donor base for their unwavering support.

And, thank you to our amazing audience for coming tonight! Because of your
overwhelming enthusiasm for this programme, we were able to add another
performance of Scarlatti:Cage Sonatas (for the first time ever)!

Enjoy the music!
Andrea D Fessler

Executive Director and Founder
Premiere Performances of Hong Kong
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David Greilsammer, Piano
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Known for his eclectic and fascinating
programmes, conductor and pianist David
Greilsammer is one of today’s most audacious
and adventurous classical artists. The New York
Times has selected his 2012 albums, “Baroque
Conversations” and “Mozart In-Between”, as
‘Recordings of the Year’. In addition, The New
York Times has also selected his 2014 solo
recital ‘Scarlatti:Cage:Sonatas’ as one of the
ten most important musical events of the year.

Hailed as the creator of numerous ground-
breaking musical projects, ranging from
baroque to contemporary music, Greilsammer
has also been celebrated for his Mozart
performances. In 2008, the conductor and
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pianist performed all of Mozart's piano sonatas
in a one-day ‘marathon’ in Paris; recently,
he has played and conducted all of Mozart's
twenty-seven piano concertos in one season.
As a recording artist, Greilsammer has released
four recordings for the Naive label, and three
award-winning albums for Sony Classical.

Since 2013, Greilsammer has served as the
Music and Artistic Director of the Geneva
Camerata (GECA): one of the world’s most
daring, bold and creative orchestras. Together,
they have given more than 40 concerts per
season; their international tours span all corners
of the world, from Mexico to Paris to Istanbul.

Greilsammer has also performed as a guest
conductor and soloist with ensembles including
the BBC Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony,
Salzburg Mozarteum Orchestra, Hong Kong
Sinfonietta, and the Tokyo Metropolitan
Symphony.

In past seasons, Greilsammer has given
solo recitals at prestigious venues including
Wigmore Hall in London, the Concertgebouw
in Amsterdam, the Forbidden City Theatre in
Beijing, and the Kennedy Center in Washington.

His latest recital album “Labyrinth,” released
in 2020 by Naive, has garnered numerous five
star reviews and has been described by the
international press as ‘ingenious’, ‘fascinating’,
and ‘courageous’.
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Message from David Greilsammer

Music from another planet. This is how | always
felt when listening to the Sonatas of John Cage
and Domenico Scarlatti. Music from an invisible
world, mysterious and different. The works of
these composers do not resemble in any way
those of their contemporaries: is it, perhaps,
because these men were not composers, but
in fact, inventors? Inventors of sounds, creators
of a new language never heard before. As true
visionaries, ahead of their time, they treated
the Sonata not as a rigid and momentous form
but as a magic space devoted to creation and
experimentation. More than two hundred years
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separate the two composers, but their Sonatas
seem to be so much alike: short, provocative,
passionate, full of wild colours, and bursting
with fresh rhythms. Light years away from to
the traditional Sonata who ruled during these
two centuries, Scarlatti and Cage treated this
form as an enlightened, free, pop-like entity:
Like an Unidentified Flying Object, passing
in the sky, distant and brief. Searching their
feverish imagination, they transformed each
one of these pieces into a messenger from an
unknown world. Embracing the future and its
innovations, the Sonatas seem to be staring at
us from their distant planet.
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About the Sonatas of
Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757)

Giuseppe Domenico Scarlatti was the sixth of
ten children of Alessandro Scarlatti, the founder
of the Neapolitan school of 18" century opera.
Domenico became one of the great geniuses
of his time and the first real virtuoso of the
keyboard. Interestingly, he was born a few
months after the other two great masters of
his era, Handel and J.S. Bach. While the latter
two are representative of the High Baroque, in
Scarlatti we find the first significant examples
of a new dramatic style of composition that
would reach its full development in the works
of such Classical giants as Haydn and Mozart.

Although he wrote a good amount of operas
and other vocal works following in his father's
footsteps, Domenico is chiefly remembered for
the vast number of harpsichord pieces that he
wrote, many of which were written while he
was working in Madrid at the court of Prince
Ferdinando VIin Spain. Most of these are in the
short form described then as "Sonata," which
bears no resemblance to the subsequent Sonata
form developed later by Haydn and Mozart and
perfected by Beethoven. Of these he left over
600, many of which have a decidedly Spanish
flavour; unfortunately, no more than 50 of
these are regularly performed anymore.
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Scarlatti's Sonatas consist of only two short
sections that are sometimes repeated.
He used many difficult and daring devices
such as rapidly repeated notes, skips, trills, and
intricate hand crossings. A frequent pattern
in these works is for technically challenging
figurations in the right hand to be repeated
in the left, so their value as teaching pieces
was recognized early. They were, in fact, first
published under the title Essercizi (Exercises).
Their survival in the modern repertoire no doubt
derives from the flurries of repeated notes and
register-spanning arpeggios that make them
such effective vehicles for pianistic display.

About the Sonatas of John Cage
(1912-1992)

Working as a dance accompanist in Seattle in
1940, Cage was asked to prepare a score for a
solo dance on an African theme. The available
performance space had no pit for a percussion
ensemble, limiting Cage to only a piano tucked
to one side. He began manipulating the
instrument’s strings with a variety of objects
so as to mimic the desired percussive effects —
which became a huge source of inspiration in
his subsequent compositions.
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Sonatas and Interludes is Cage’s magnum
opus for the prepared piano, written between
1946 and 1948. The score includes meticulous
instructions on how to prepare the piano.
Bolts, screws, rubber, and plastic are inserted
to alter the strings that produce 45 of the 88
notes on the keyboard.

In Sonatas and Interludes, Cage explores ideas
he learned from reading about ancient Hindu
aesthetic theory about inducing emotions
in an audience, centered around a scheme
of eight essential emotional states. “The
white emotions are the heroic, the erotic,
the mirthful, and the wondrous,” says Cage.
“The black ones are fear, anger, disgust, and
sorrow.” All of these are to be grounded in a
ninth “permanent emotion”: tranquility. Cage
conceived of the work as “a bringing together
of these eight emotions, with their tendency
toward tranquility.” Their specific presence in
each of the pieces comprising the cycle is left
up to the listener to determine.

The whole cycle comprises 16 miniature sonatas,
with interludes dividing them into symmetrical
subgroups of four. Cage uses the term sonata
as a nod to the earlier 18™-century model — as
in Scarlatti’s single-movement sonatas — with
its simple binary form, in which each half is
repeated (AABB); 13 of his 16 sonatas follow
this pattern.
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Cage’s prepared piano unpredictably ranges
among its varied timbral possibilities, drifting
across geographies as well as emotions. Familiar
Western sounds mingle with shimmering,
dreamlike replicas of an Indonesian gamelan
or distorted rattlings that suggest electronic
music. The muted sound imposed by the
preparations overall generates an intimate,
meditative atmosphere, one heightened by
Cage’s prominent use of silence to shape the
music. Even while exaggerating the piano’s
identity as a percussion instrument, Cage
opens up a novel lyrical dimension.
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Premiere Performances brings internationally
celebrated musicians and the world’s brightest
rising stars to Hong Kong for solo recitals,
chamber music and community outreach,
building a vibrant local arts scene and inspiring
audience members of all ages with performances
that are accessible to all.

Founded in 2007 as a registered charity by
Andrea D. Fessler, Premiere Performances aims
to contribute to a vibrant local classical music
scene and establish Hong Kong as a leader
in the international cultural landscape. From
international favourites to the world’s brightest
rising stars, our programmes feature a dynamic
array of instruments, performance styles and
genres.

Premiere Performances presents over 100

events each year including:

- Beare’s Premiere Music Festival (formerly
the Hong Kong International Chamber
Music Festival), 5-6 concerts and over 20
Education & Outreach events

« Recital Series (4-6 concerts per year)

« Family Series (2-4 concerts per year)

« Chamber Music In Schools (50+ in-school
performances per year)

From special needs students to the elite of
Hong Kong, we have programmes aimed at
all demographics. We believe that everybody,
regardless of social class, ethnicity or language,
will be moved by the power of a world class live
music performance.
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Premiere Performances is a registered charity and a
non-profit organisation. Only about 15% of Premiere
Performances’ costs are covered by ticket sales. The
generous contributions of our patrons and sponsors help
us make up the shortfall so that we can continue to bring
the best in the world to Hong Kong for you, its audiences.

As we are a recipient of the Art Development
Matching Grants Scheme, every dollar you donate
to Premiere Performances will be matched 150% by
the Hong Kong Government, more than doubling
your contribution.

As a registered charity, any donation of HK$100 or more
to Premiere Performances is tax-deductible with receipt.

Donate Now to Become a Friend of Premiere Performances
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on Website
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Access to Closed Dress Rehearsals
BRBEMRERNRIALETLEE
Invitation to Two Private

Salon Concerts
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Invitation to All of Premiere
Performances’ Salons for One Year
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Click on “Support Us” at
www.pphk.org or follow this

QR code to make a donation on
your credit card
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Performances of Hong Kong Ltd.”

Send a cheque made out to
“Premiere Performances of

Hong Kong Ltd" to Premiere
Performances, Room 1522, 15/F,
Leighton Centre, 77 Leighton Rd,
Causeway Bay

Premiere Performances of Hong Kong Limited

Staff

Andrea Fessler
Loretta Cheung
Sharen Lau
Henry Leung

Intern
Angel Fong

Board of
Governors
Andrea Fessler
Winnie Kwan

Young Music Lovers Circle
Steering Committee
Catherine Cheng

Andrew D’Azevedo

Executive Director and Founder
Box Office Manager

Marketing Manager

General Manager

Pro Bono
Legal Counsel
Paul Hastings LLP

Harry Lee Oshan Gunawardana
Shu Yin Lee Radhika Mahidhara
Ester Li Megan Schmalzried

Jian Shen

$RITHEER
Make a Bank Transfer

EEERTEAO
250-390-48085510 * $A1%
BEAZHZEinfo@pphk.org

Deposit to Citi account
number 250-390-48085510
and email the receipt to
info@pphk.org
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Friends of Premiere Performances
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Thank you to all of our generous donors whose support allows Premiere Performances
to provide the world class range of programming and outreach that we present.
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$10,000 - $17,900

Anonymous (5)

Dania & Hani Abuali

Anchor International

Tzo Tze Ang & Eashwar Krishnan

Vishal Bhammer

lain Bruce

Cheng Kar Wai

Pamela Cheng

Vincent Chui

Rebecca & Anthony Correa

David Li Kwok-Po Charitable
Foundation Ltd.

Sachin Divecha

Marissa Fung Shaw

Sabrina & Spencer Fung

Natalie da Gama-Rose

Mark Hayden

Daphne Ho

Haewon Hwang & Nick Taylor

Jane Kim

Jancu Koenig

Tasha & Anish Lalvani

Jina Lee & Jae Chang

Michelle Leung Sulger

Chun Hui Lin

Simon & Angharad Martyn

Taeko & Gerard Millet

Joanne Ooi & John Bleach

Yana & Stephen Peel

Frank, Ellen & May Proctor

Lily & Andrew Riddick

Andrea & Eckart Roth

Mia Sakata & Emerson Yip

Maggie & Nelson Tang

Melanie Tang & Nick Simunovic

Jian Shen

Hugh Zimmern

$5,000 - $9,900

Anonymous (3)

Anisha Abraham

Molly Bersani

Janice Chan and Louis Choy

Ming Chen & Jelmar deJong

Doug Chow

Lewis Chung

Credit Suisse Foundation

Joseph Fok

Carolyn Fong & James Rodriguez
de Castro

Esther Heer

Deborah & Paul Hennig

Kevin Ho

Claire Hsu & Benjamin Vuchot

Doreen Jaeger-Soong

Inna Kanounikova

Selina Kuok & Paolo Picazo

Charlotte Lai Wing Sze

Tak Lee

Lee Family

David Li

Helen & Arne Lindman

Deborah & Michel Lowy

Michelle & Mark Lunt

Tytus Michalski

Jane Ng

Nadine Ouellet & David Legg

Ron & Tanya S.

Jeffrey Shiu

Audrey & Eric Slighton

Miki & Andrea Sorani

Ivan Strunin

Rajan Sujanani

Amy Tam

Su-Mei & Marcus Thompson
Christine Van & Martin Matsui
Tim Weinert-Aplin

Amy Wood

Jessamy Woolley & Ralph Sellar
Tony Xu

Kirsten & Adam Zaki

Jennifer Zhu Scott & Adrian Scott

$1,000 - $4,900

Anonymous (9)

Meenakshi Ambardar

Kylie Anania

Alicia Audibert

John Batten

Cheryl Blanco

Mimi Brown and Alp Ercil

Roberto Bruzzone

Elizabeth Chan

Karen Chan

Kilian Chan

David Chao

Charities Aid Foundation America

Chiahui Chen

CS Chen

Elaine Cheng

Lisa & Mark Chiba

Lucy Choi

Regina Chui

Elizabeth Clark & Richard Boseley

Susan Clear

Mark L. Clifford

Mark Cohen

TG Cooper

Andrew D'Azevedo

Ti & Gerald Dennig

Devialet Ltd

Faina & Joshua Derman

David Patrick Eich

Stephen Eno

Charles Firth

Bernard Fleming

Force for Good - JP Morgan

Angus Forsyth

Alise Franck

Emma Louise Fung — ELFWORKS

Nelly & Kenneth HC Fung

Paul Geitner

Emily Gillett

Ember & Evan Goldstein

Ellen Gorra

Lori Granito - Go Gourmet

Claude Haberer

Corey Hall-Cooper

Wu Han & David Finckel

Adrian Harley

Rumiko Hasegawa

Allison Haworth West & Michael
West

Lina and Rami Hayek

John Heath

Mette Hjort

Elaine Ho

Youmna & Bruno Hostelet

Dede Huang & Alec Stuart

Hui Yui

Betty Hung

Mimi & Peabody Hutton

Martine & Michel Jospé

Sonny Hsu

Deborah Kan & Joseph Gallagher

Kosmo Kalliarekos

Kong Wing Fai

Kong Yuk Yi, Anna

Vinit Kumar

Cissy Lam & Robert Tang

Ting Ting Lam

Amy & Mattias Lamotte

Edward Lau

Anne LeBourgeois & Robert
Grieves

Chui-Inn Lee

May Lee

Gesing Leung

Joan Leung

William Littlewood

Yang Liu

Judy Lo

Georgae Long

John Louie

Craig & Michelle Lovett

Donald Lung

Sandra Mak & Alex Hee

Jonathan Mandel

Stephen Matthews

Kwok-Ling Mau

Jane Mcbride

John Medeiros

Micramusic Limited

Siu Ming & Friends

Louisa Mitchell

Philippe M. Moisan

Jonathan Mok

Forrest Morr

Grandma & Cherry Ng

Noam Noked

Jennie Orchard

Amy & Lincoln Pan

Yvonne Poon & John H Boey

Rampreet

Lorenzo Restagno

Isabelle Richardson

Georgina & Thibaut de Rocquigny

Rubicon Communications Ltd.

Barbara Ann Rust

Heinz Rust

Philippa Salewicz

Megan Schmalzried

Andy Schroth

Helen Scott

Andrew Sheard

Nicole & Jonathan Silver

Jinus & Lionel St. Exupery

Peter Stein

Henry Steiner

Dan Strumpf

Jean Sung & Peter Krismer

Zack Susel

Edward Szakal

Yee Kai Gary Tanlg

Time Out Hong Kong

Harriet & C.C. Tung

U.S. Phlogiston Corp.

Caroline & Douglas Van

Lidia Wagstyl

Kim & Thomas Walther

Cynthia Wang

Olivia Wang

Kohei Anthony Watanabe

William Westbrook

Jennifer Wilson

Cheryl & Jack Wong

Elizabeth Wong

May Wong

Sook Leng Wong

Wong Nai Hei

Wong Tang Fung

James Woo

Benjamin Wu

Hui'Yi Wu

Margaret Yan

Sook Young Yeu

Pauline Yeung

Johnny Yip

Peter Yu

Sylvia Yu
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