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Happy Bir�day
Fiona

W I T H  L O V E  F R O M  A L L  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
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MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

1

Dear Friends,

I am delighted to welcome you to Premiere Performances’ 
very first jazz concert featuring gypsy jazz ensemble the Hot 
Club of San Francisco. We are so thrilled to be presen�ng 
this unique all-strings form of jazz in our first foray into the 
genre – which we hope will be the first of many!

Our Recital Series will open on 28th October with Nevermind Baroque Ensemble at 
Hong Kong City Hall. The 2019/20 season includes a dynamic range of top soloists, 
chamber ensembles and orchestras featuring a diverse range of repertoire – there’s 
definitely something for everyone! See www.pphk.org for more details and to book 
your �ckets.

We are delighted to be working again with the Asia Society Hong Kong Center as our 
Co-Presenter tonight. I would also like to thank our sponsors, Fiona & Ralph Steffensen 
for suppor�ng this concert on the occasion of a very special birthday, and Ivan Strunin 
and Deloi�e for bringing this ensemble to my a�en�on and helping bring them to 
Hong Kong. 

I would also like to thank the Hong Kong Government for suppor�ng us through the 
Arts Development Matching Grants Scheme, where every dollar we are able to raise 
from individuals and corporate sponsors is matched 150% by the Home Affairs Bureau.
 
Enjoy the music!

Andrea D Fessler
Execu�ve Director & Founder
Premiere Performances of Hong Kong 
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PROGRAMME

POSTCARDS FROM GYPSYLAND
The Hot Club of San Francisco (“HCSF”) plays the gypsy jazz music of guitarist Django 
Reinhardt and violinist Stephane Grappelli and the original Hot Club de France. 
Tonight’s programme features original works by Reinhardt and Grappelli, and 
incorporates new composi�ons by guitarist Paul Mehling and violinist Evan Price. 
Other composers including Claude Debussy and “Jelly Roll” Morton will also make 
appearances. An evening with the HCSF offers a night of unforge�able music.

The concert will be approximately one hour with no interval.

Formed in 1990, this ensemble of accomplished 
and versa�le musicians celebrates the music of 
Django Reinhardt and Stephane Grappelli’s 
pioneering Quinte�e du Hot Club de France. 
This unique jazz form recalls Paris in the 1930s 
and offers a swinging beat with a sweet melody. 

ABOUT THE HOT CLUB OF SAN FRANCISCO

In 2000, the HCSF was the first American band invited to play the Fes�val de Jazz 
Django Reinhardt in Samois-Sur-Seine, home of the current Django revival. The HCSF 
has celebrated the diversity of gypsy jazz through its 14 acclaimed albums. Acoustic 
Guitar has hailed the group’s playing as “intricate, scorching and o�en brilliant.” With 
frequent na�onal and interna�onal tours—from Iceland to Lincoln Center and the 
Monterey Jazz Fes�val—the HCSF keeps this historic music fresh and alive. The current 
edi�on of the HCSF has been together for five years.

www.hotclubsf.com

3

Paul Mehling (Leader, Guitar)
Evan Price (Violin)
Isabelle Fontaine (Vocals, Guitar)
Jordan Samuels (Guitar)
Sam Rocha (Bass)

The HCSF borrows the instrumenta�on of violin, bass, and guitars from the original Hot 
Club while breathing new life into the music with innova�ve arrangements of classic 
tunes and original composi�ons from the group’s superb lead guitarist, Paul Mehling. 
Featuring two-�me Grammy award-winning violinist Evan Price, the velvet vocals of 
Isabelle Fontaine, and a swinging rhythm sec�on, the group never fails to surprise and 
delight. 
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PERFORMERS

PAUL MEHLING (Leader, Guitar)
Dubbed “the godfather of American gypsy jazz”, Paul 
Mehling is the leader of the HCSF. His ventures into gypsy 
jazz began in grammar school, when he discovered Django 
Reinhardt’s music.

In 1981, Mehling saw Belgian gypsy jazz band Waso perform 
in Holland. Inspired by their improvisa�ons, he learned to 
play gypsy guitar. In 1983, Mehling met guitarist Serge Krief 
while busking in Paris. Krief showed Mehling the sensual, 
mysterious, roman�c, emo�onal spirit of gypsy music; that 
spirit is s�ll with Mehling. 

Upon returning to America, Mehling spent five years performing with Dan Hicks & The 
Acous�c Warriors. A few years later, Mehling moved to San Francisco. The HCSF was 
formed in 1990, with cri�cs no�ng the blend of 52nd street and gypsy jazz influences 
in their music. 

EVAN PRICE (Violin)
Evan Price is steadily becoming one of his genera�on’s most 
respected jazz violinists. Hailing from Detroit, Price’s musical 
background includes a star-studded list of collabora�ons 
with fiddle masters such as Stephane Grappelli and Vassar 
Clements, as well as rock and pop icons from Stevie Wonder 
to Led Zeppelin.

Before joining the HCSF, Price was a veteran member of the 
famed paradigm-shi�ing Turtle Island Quartet, with whom 
Price recorded two GRAMMY®-winning CDs during his 
ten-year tenure. 

An accomplished composer, Price has also produced composi�ons and arrangements 
for ensembles including the HCSF, Turtle Island Quartet, Orchestra Nashville, and the 
San Francisco Girls’ Chorus. Price has been a member of the HCSF since 1998. He lives 
in Mill Valley, CA, with his wife and daughter.
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JORDAN SAMUELS (Guitar)
Jordan Samuels is an accomplished guitarist who has been 
studying, performing and teaching throughout the San 
Francisco Bay Area for the last 20 years. During his �me at 
San Francisco State University, Samuels completed his 
formal training in music composi�on under the guidance of 
Ronald Caltabiano and Richard Fes�nger; at the same �me, 
he was also pursuing a jazz studies curriculum, directed by 
Andrew Speight and John Calloway.

Since comple�ng his studies in 2010, Samuels has become 
an in-demand jazz guitarist. He performs regularly with the  

SAM ROCHA (Bass)
A Fresno, California na�ve, Sam Rocha showed an interest in 
music from an early age. At 15, he fell in love with the 
acous�c string bass and has since iden�fied himself as a 
bassist. At 17, Rocha played his first professional gigs with 
Fresno’s Blue Street Jazz Band. While largely self-taught on 
the string bass, Rocha has closely studied the masters of his 
instrument, from ‘Pops’ Foster to Sco� LaFaro. In addi�on, 
Rocha has also absorbed the nuances of classic jazz tuba, 
cornet, and guitar playing, instruments on which he gives 
regular performances. One of the rising stars of the 
tradi�onal jazz and gypsy swing circuit, Rocha is known for 

ISABELLE FONTAINE (Vocals, Guitar)
Born and raised in the French countryside, Isabelle Fontaine 
grew up to the voices of Edith Piaf and Charles Trenet.  Her 
musical talent was immediately recognised when she 
started singing with a group of friends for fun. A�erwards, 
Fontaine spent 20 years singing and playing the snare drum 
to the jumping jive music of the 1950’s. 

During this period, Fontaine developed an uncondi�onal 
love for the Ladies and the Dukes of the Big Band Era, before 
becoming drawn to the gypsy swing of the Hot Club of 
France. Soon a�er, she picked up the guitar and infused her 
playing with an impeccable sense of rhythm.

In 2004, Fontaine moved to the Bay Area with her family. Since then, she has become 
highly sought a�er as both a vocalist and as a rhythm guitar player.

HCSF, Erik Jekabson’s Electric Squeezbox Orchestra, and his own trio, Cer�fied Organic. 

his innate musicality and rhythm, as well as for his inven�ve, melodic solos. While on 
tour, Sam plays a Chadwick Folding Bass with a hybrid set of gut and steel strings.
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1/11 (FRI 五) 20.00 
2/11 (SAT 六) 16.30

Tickets 門票
$ 850, 550, 350, 250 

Concession Tickets 優惠票價  
$ 275, 175, 125

The Box, Freespace,
Art Park, 

West Kowloon Cultural District
西九文化區藝術公園

自由空間 大盒

carmen   HONG KONG
A 90-MINUTE MODERN 

ADAPTATION OF BIZET’S 
CLASSIC OPERA

錘煉為自由獻身的卡門

卡門 | 香港

More Details and Ticketing  
詳情及購票

www.morethanmusical.org

Performed in French with  
Chinese and English surtitles

法語演出，輔以中英文字幕

Supported by 支持

Equal 
Opportunities
 Foundation

Supported by 資助
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Benefits of the Friends Circle HKD
100+

HKD
1,000+

HKD
5,000+

HKD
10,000+

HKD
18,000+

HKD
25,000+

HKD
50,000+

Le�er of Recogni�on and 
Charitable Tax Receipt       
Advance Booking Period       
Membership to Friends Circle      
Name in House Programmes and 
on Website      
Concierge Ticke�ng Service     
Flexible Rescheduling     
Invita�on to One Private 
Salon Concert    
Access to Closed Dress Rehearsals   
Invita�on to Two Private 
Salon Concerts  
Invita�on to All of Premiere 
Performances’ Salons for 
One Year



Thank You So Much for Your Generous Support!

DONATE NOW TO BECOME A FRIEND OF
PREMIERE PERFORMANCES

HOW TO DONATE

Online Dona�on

Click on “Support Us” at 
www.pphk.org or follow this 
QR code to make  dona�on on 
your credit card

By Mailing Crossed Cheque

Send a cheque made out to 
“Premiere Performances of Hong 
Kong Ltd” to Premiere Performances, 
Room 1522, 15/F, Leighton Centre, 
77 Leighton Rd, Causeway Bay

Make a Bank Transfer

Deposit to Ci� account number 
250-390-48085510 and email 
the receipt to info@pphk.org
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ABOUT PREMIERE PERFORMANCES
OF HONG KONG
Premiere Performances brings interna�onally celebrated musicians and the world’s brightest rising 
stars to Hong Kong for solo recitals, chamber music and community outreach, building a vibrant local 
arts scene and inspiring audience members of all ages with performances that are accessible to all.

Founded in 2007 as a registered charity by Andrea D. Fessler, Premiere Performances aims to 
contribute to a vibrant local classical music scene and establish Hong Kong as a leader in the 
interna�onal cultural landscape. From interna�onal favourites to the world’s brightest rising stars, our 
programmes feature a dynamic array of instruments, performance styles and genres.

Premiere Performances presents almost 100 events each year including: 
‧Beare’s Premiere music Fes�val (formerly The Hong Kong Interna�onal Chamber Music Fes�val) 
‧Recital Series (4-6 concerts per year)
‧Family Series (3-4 concerts per year)
‧Chamber Music In Schools (50+ in-school performances per year)

From special needs students to the elite of Hong Kong, we have programmes aimed at all 
demographics of Hong Kong society. We believe that everybody, regardless of social class, ethnicity or 
language, will be moved by the power of a world class live music performance.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Premiere Performances is a registered charity and a non-profit organisa�on. Only about 15% of 
Premiere Performances’ costs are covered by �cket sales. The generous contribu�ons of our patrons 
and sponsors help us make up the shor�all so that we can con�nue to bring the best in the world 
to Hong Kong for you.

As we are a recipient of the Art Development Matching Grants Scheme, every dollar you donate to 
Premiere Performances will be matched 150% by the Hong Kong Government, more than doubling 
your contribu�on.

As a registered charity, any dona�on of HK$100 or more is tax-deduc�ble with receipt.
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HOW TO DONATE

Online Dona�on

Click on “Support Us” at 
www.pphk.org or follow 
this QR code to make  
dona�on on your credit card

By Mailing Crossed Cheque

Send a cheque made out to 
“Premiere Performances of Hong 
Kong Ltd” to Premiere Performances, 
Room 1522, 15/F, Leighton Centre, 
77 Leighton Rd, Causeway Bay

Make a Bank Transfer

Deposit to Ci� account 
number 250-390-48085510 
and email the receipt to 
info@pphk.org
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FRIENDS OF PREMIERE PERFORMANCES
Thank you to all of our generous donors whose support allows Premiere Performances to provide 
the world class range of programming and outreach that we present.

Contribu�ons over $50,000
Anonymous (6) 
Audry Ai & Tom Morrow 
Andrew Alexander 
Sarah & Anthony Bolton 
Jessica Bruser & Heath Zarin 
The Capital Group Companies                    
       Charitable Founda�on 
Rohin Chada 
Chari�es Aid Founda�on America 
Ester & Eugene Chung 
Anne Farlow & Oliver Bolitho 
Andrea Fessler & Davide Erro 
Whitney Ferrare 
Leonie Foong & Wen Tan 
Great Eagle Holdings Limited 
Goldman Sachs Matching Gi�            
       Program 
Wendy & Danny Hegglin 
Jean Ho 
Jenny Hodgson 
Abby & Fred Hu 
Haewon Hwang & Nick Taylor 
Winnie Kwan & Mark Shuper 
Shu Yin Lee 
Kim & Adam Leitzes 
Jeff Levy 
Lipman Karas 
Camilla & John Lindfors  
Y.S. Liu Founda�on Ltd. 
Macquarie Group Founda�on 
Sharene and Ian Mak 
The Ronald & Rita McAulay            
       Founda�on 
Vivek Sharma 
Fiona Steffensen 
Julie & Sebas�an Wi�genstein 
Elaine Wong and Fritz Demopoulos 
Clara Wu Tsai & Joe Tsai 
YangTse Founda�on

$25,000 - $49,000
Aaron Chandrasakaran 
Mira Christanto 
Spencer Goh 
Bobbi Hernandez & Morgan Sze 
Susan Ho & Andrew Brandler 
Rimmo Jolly 
Janice Lee & Joe Bae 
Niklaus Leung 
Tracy Li 
Alison Lusher & Benjamin Falloon 
Moon Yik Company Limited 
Amna & Ali Naqvi 
Tung Family Founda�on 
Jeanie Woo 
Adrian Wu 
Sofia Zanchini & Gaetano Bassolino 
Jason Zhang

$18,000 - $24,900
Anonymous (1) 
Nicolas Aguzin 
Esther & John Chi 
GaveKal Endowment Limited 
Nelson K. F. Leong 
Doreen & Alain Le Pichon 
Chris�na Matula-Häkli & Jukka Häkli 
Katherine & Willard McLane 
Elena & Andrea Vella 
Julie Welch 
Mr. K K Yeung, JP 
Mi-Ran & Chi-Won Yoon

$10,000- $17,900
Anonymous (1) 
Dania & Hani Abuali 
Anchor Interna�onal 
Tzo Tze Ang & Eashwar Krishnan 
Brenda Baker & Steve Baum 
Vishal Bhammer 
Leslie & Brian Brille 
Ming Chen & Jelmar deJong 
Cheng Kar Wai 
Pamela Cheng 
Vincent Chui 
Rebecca & Anthony Correa 
Sachin Divecha 
Haylie Ecker & Marc Fisher 
Marissa Fung Shaw 
Sabrina & Spencer Fung 
Natalie da Gama-Rose 
Daphne Ho 
Jane Kim 
Jancu Koenig 
Tamara Kovse & Zoltan Varga 
Tasha & Anish Lalvani 
Edward Lau 
Chun Hui Lin 
Radhika Mahidhara 
Taeko & Gerard Millet 
Joanne Ooi & John Bleach 
Ingrid & Jonas Palsson 
Yana & Stephen Peel 
Ellen & Frank Proctor 
Lily & Andrew Riddick 
Jus�ne & Damian Roche 
Mia Sakata & Emerson Yip 
Sau Ching Charity Founda�on Ltd 
Takatoshi Shibayama 
Anna Stephenson & Alan Leigh 
Maggie & Nelson Tang 
Melanie Tang & Nick Simunovic 
Anne & John Wi� 
Adrian Wu 
Clara Yip & Jian Shen 
Hugh Zimmern

$5,000 - $9,900
Anonymous (2) 
Anisha Abraham 
Juliana Beckel & Jacob Carnow 
Molly Bersani 
Iain Bruce 
Lissi & Michael Bucher 
Janice Chan and Louis Choy 
Doug Chow 
Lewis Chung 
Chung See-yuen 
David Coates 
Credit Suisse Founda�on 
Lydia Denworth & Mark Justh 
Miki Edelman 
Joseph Fok 
Carolyn Fong & James Rodriguez 
       de Castro 
Alison Harbert 
Esther Heer 
Deborah & Paul Hennig 
Claire Hsu & Benjamin Vuchot 
Sonny Hsu 
Doreen Jaeger-Soong 
Inna Kanounikova 
Selina Kuok & Paolo Picazo 
Charlo�e Lai Wing Sze 
Amy & Ma�as Lamo�e 
Andra Le Roux-Kemp 
Tak Lee 

Lee Family 
David Li 
Helen & Arne Lindman 
Deborah & Michel Lowy 
Tytus Michalski 
Evan Miracle 
Nadine Ouellet & David Legg 
Dimitra & Dimitri Perro�s 
Lorenzo Restagno 
Andrea Roth 
Chrissy Sharp & Michael Lynch 
Jeffrey Shiu 
Audrey & Eric Slighton 
Miki & Andrea Sorani 
Ivan Strunin 
Rajan Sujanani 
Amy Tam 
Su-Mei & Marcus Thompson 
Chris�ne Van & Mar�n Matsui 
Clare Williams 
Ella Wong 
Amy Wood 
Jessamy Woolley & Ralph Sellar 
Tony Xu  
Kirsten & Adam Zaki 
Jennifer Zhu Sco� & Adrian Sco�

$1,000 - $4,900
Anonymous (4) 
Meenakshi Ambardar 
Kylie Anania 
Alicia Audibert 
John Ba�en 
Robin & Alexandra Black 
Cheryl Blanco 
Mimi Brown and Alp Ercil 
Roberto Bruzzone 
Elizabeth Chan 
Karen Chan 
Kilian Chan 
David Chao 
Elaine Cheng 
Lucy Choi 
Regina Chui 
Elizabeth Clark & Richard Boseley 
Susan Clear 
Mark L. Clifford 
Mark Cohen 
Andrew D'Azevedo 
Ti & Gerald Dennig 
Devialet Ltd 
Charles Firth 
Angus Forsyth 
Alise Franck 
Emma Louise Fung – ELFWORKS 
Nelly & Kenneth HC Fung 
Emily Gille� 
Ember & Evan Goldstein 
Ellen Gorra 
Lori Granito - Go Gourmet 
Oshan Gunawardana 
Claude Haberer 
Corey Hall-Cooper 
Wu Han & David Finckel 
Rumiko Hasegawa 
Allison & Michael West 
Lina and Rami Hayek 
John Heath 
Elaine Ho 
Kevin Ho 
Youmna & Bruno Hostelet 
Dede Huang & Alec Stuart 
Hui Yui 
Be�y Hung

Mimi & Peabody Hu�on 
Carolyn & Pekka Johnson 
Mar�ne & Michel Jospé 
Deborah Kan & Joseph Gallagher 
Kong Wing Fai 
Kong Yuk Yi, Anna 
Samantha & Jonathan Kriegel 
Randolph Kwei 
Cissy Lam & Robert Tang  
Eric Landolt 
Chui-Inn Lee 
May Lee 
Joan Leung 
William Li�lewood 
Yang Liu 
Judy Lo 
George Long 
John Louie 
Craig & Michelle Love� 
Donald Lung 
Sandra Mak & Alex Hee 
Jonathan Mandel 
Stephen Ma�hews 
Kwok-Ling Mau 
Jane Mcbride 
Sophie Mensdorff 
Micramusic Limited 
Siu Ming & Friends 
Louisa Mitchell 
Forrest Morr 
Grandma & Cherry Ng 
Jane Ng 
Amy & Lincoln Pan 
Laura Peh 
Yvonne Poon & John H Boey 
Gweneth Rehnborg 
Georgina & Thibaut de Rocquigny 
Rubicon Communica�ons Ltd. 
Barbara Ann Rust 
Philippa Salewicz 
Andy Schroth 
Helen Sco� 
Andrew Sheard 
Nicole & Jonathan Silver 
Jinus & Lionel St. Exupery 
Dan Strumpf 
Jean Sung & Peter Krismer 
Zack Susel 
Time Out Hong Kong 
Harriet & C.C. Tung 
Caroline & Douglas Van  
Lidia Wagstyl 
Kim & Thomas Walther 
Cynthia Wang & Michael Lin
Olivia Wang 
Kohei Anthony Watanabe 
Tim Weinert-Aplin 
William Westbrook 
Jennifer Wilson 
May Wong 
Sook Leng Wong  
Wong Nai Hei 
Benjamin Wu 
Margaret Yang 
Pauline Yeung 
Peter Yu 
Jelena Zec & Jonathan McCullagh
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