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BEETHOVEN
Sonata for Violin & Piano, Op. 23

Presto
Andante scherzoso, pit Allegretto
Allegro molto

Warren Lee, piano

BEETHOVEN

Sonata for Violin & Piano,
Op. 24, "Spring”

Allegro

Adagio molto espressivo
Scherzo: Allegro molto

Rondo: Allegro ma non troppo

Warren Lee, piano

DIETRICH, SCHUMANN, BRAHMS
F.A.E. Sonata

Allegro
Intermezzo
Scherzo
Finale

Vanessa Wong Wai Yin, piano
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HOUSE RULES

In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, please refrain from
recording, filming, taking photographs, and also from smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium. Please ensure that your
mobile phones and any other sound and light emitting devices are switched off before the performance. Thank you for your

kind co-operation.
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Programme may be subject to change. The content of this programme does not reflect the views of the Government of

the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.



PREMIERE

PERFORMANCES
MREEZEB

Proudly Supported by

BEARE'S
PREMIERE
MUSIC
FESTIVAL

Eb B . ﬁﬂx ERR

13-21
JANUARY
2021

Cho-Liang Lin
Artistic Director

BITRE MEBR

Premiere Performances of Hong Kong is financially supported by the Art Development Matching
Grants Scheme of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

REREFEEFTERNTHRERN "ENRREHEHE, WEH

The content of this programme does not reflect the views of
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
HENBTERRREBRBITREERNER

Dear friends & classical music lovers,

| am exceptionally thrilled to be welcoming you back to
the concert hall after such a long break. I'm sure that
everyone here tonight has been just as desperate for
live music as | have over the past nine months, and it
is truly wonderful to see so many of you with us here
for this recital by world-renowned Chinese violinist
Dan Zhu. We are so grateful that Dan agreed to come
to Hong Kong and complete the two week quarantine.
Once we heard that concert halls were re-opening, Dan
literally jumped on a plane from his home in Slovenia
so that he could complete the quarantine in time.

In such an unpredictable and stressful year, music has been more important than
ever. Many of us have turned to music (recorded, streamed or played personally)
for a source of comfort, creativity and beauty in uncertain times. But nothing can
replace the thrill of experiencing live music together, and | can’t wait to experience
the unique connection between audience and performers during tonight’s concert.

We are busy planning the Beare's Premiere Music Festival in January and we have
a very ambitious Recital Series for 2021. If you have missed the performing arts
in Hong Kong and would like to help us present more recitals in the coming year,
please consider making a donation to support Premiere Performances through this
difficult year.

We are so grateful to the Home Affairs Bureau for supporting us through the Arts
Development Matching Grants Scheme. This grant matches every donation and
sponsorship dollar we receive by 150%. But without donations from our audience
members, we will not be eligible to receive this government funding. Please consider
supporting Premiere Performances and support the Hong Kong arts community as
we return to the stage.

Enjoy the music!
Andrea D Fessler

Executive Director and Founder
Premiere Performances of Hong Kong
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Premiere Performances of Hong Kong
Recital Series 2021

G FRER

EEER Camille Thomas: Midnight in Paris
Works by Debussy, Ravel, Chopin and more
EREMA - NEE - BFRESER

26 APRIL 2021 (Mon)
Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

EBREETRE

HK DEBUT!

It - B Eihs

Joyce DiDonato: Songplay

The perfect blend of Art Songs, Jazz and Tango!
B—RS_HREET FRREMTRe K
TEEERNERT

17 MAY 2021 (Mon)

Concert Hall, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

BB RO F R

BERHSZENES
Jerusalem Quartet: All Beethoven

Beethoven String Quartets Nos. 2, 8 and 13
BE2HE- BEN\RET=ZHNESR

31 MAY 2021 (Mon)
Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

EBAREETHE

KE - BHES (BBAE - #9a)
David Greilsammer: Scarlatti/Cage

Hailed by The New York Times as “One of Ten
Most Important Musical Events of the Year”
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5 SEP 2021 (Sun)
Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall
BEEREEZYE

Subscribe to our newsletter to be the first to know when
tickets and programme details are announced!
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Hl;%E'B;T! Sheku Kanneh-Mason, cello

Works by Beethoven, Rachmaninov and more
with Isata Kanneh-Mason (piano)
EFDE (HE) BRESH - IMERHEARES

20 OCT 2021 (Wed)
Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

EBRESETHE

SESHERRY
Sunwook Kim, piano

First Asian winner of the Leeds International
Piano Competition (2006) at the age of 18
18 S LEREELLE - TENETHWIEMA

18 NOV 2021 (Thu)
Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

BBAESETHE

Kt - B EE

Milos: The Voice of the Guitar
Works from Latin America and Spain, the Beatles
and more, with members of the 12 Ensemble
EA57 448 12 EnsemblelBRE BN T M ~ IS -
5 58 PY L4 R = A AV AE

29 NOV 2021 (Mon)

Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

EBAREETHE

E '-: Priority Bookings, Concierge Services,
Private Salons and more!

Make a donation of HK$100 or above to enjoy exclusive
benefits. Details on the next page =

E BEME  AIREH - LAVESHREIRES

BYRBERES HK$100 U LEZRE - FI5FZHT —H —»

Programmes and artists are subject to change. THH#EREERETE RFREEWHER -
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Benefits of the Friends Circle

Premiere Performances is a registered charity and a
non-profit organisation. Only about 15% of Premiere
Performances’ costs are covered by ticket sales. The
generous contributions of our patrons and sponsors help
us make up the shortfall so that we can continue to bring
the best in the world to Hong Kong for you, its audiences.

As we are a recipient of the Art Development
Matching Grants Scheme, every dollar you donate
to Premiere Performances will be matched
150% by the Hong Kong Government, more than
doubling your contribution.

As a registered charity, any donation of HK$100 or more
to Premiere Performances is tax-deductible with receipt.

pitid P P i Pt P peiiid
HKD HKD HKD HKD HKD HKD HKD
100+ | 1,000+ | 5,000+ | 10,000+ | 18,000+ | 25,000+ | 50,000+
EHEERBPHRAERIIE
Letter of Recognition and ° ° ° ° ° ° °
Charitable Tax Receipt
BAERTHEME
Advance Booking Period ¢ ¢ ° ¢ ¢ ¢ °
BB TRIEBEREEEZA .
Membership to Friends Circle ° ° ¢ ° ° °
RBUER e S &S 5TIRISSH
Name in House Programmes and ° ° ° ° ° °
on Website
EEE ATERS o ° N ° o
Concierge Ticketing Service
M ENME
Flexible Rescheduling ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
EREME—RFALET RS
Invitation to One Private ° ° ° °
Salon Concert
WAL RELTER . . .
Access to Closed Dress Rehearsals
ERERERRFAN L EE RS
Invitation to Two Private ° °
Salon Concerts
BEMEZFREMALESTLE
Invitation to All of Salons for °
One Year
RS ERYIEEE S 3F | Thank You So Much for Your Generous Support!

#B |
Online Donation

Zwww.pphk.org#@ih 2%
REBLIT 4
1675 (QR code) M LUFFARIBHK

Click on at
www.pphk.org or follow this
QR code to make a donation on
your credit card

BEHEIRZE

By Mailing Crossed Cheque

MRS SMEEREET 7R
BIER 058152022 R E =
HEW 1B TRBEEREE
BRAF

Send a cheque made out to
"Premiere Performances of

Hong Kong Ltd.” to Premiere
Performances, Room 1522, 15/F,
Leighton Centre, 77 Leighton Rd,
Causeway Bay

ERITHAR

Bank Transfer

EieiERITENO
250-390-48085510 * #X1%
R B EZinfo@pphk.org

Deposit to Citi account
number 250-390-48085510
and email the receipt to
info@pphk.org
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Founded in 2007 as a registered charity, Premiere
Performances brings internationally celebrated musicians
and the world’s brightest rising stars to Hong Kong for solo
recitals, chamber music and community outreach, building
a vibrant local arts scene and inspiring audience members
of all ages with performances that are accessible to all.

Premiere Performances presents over 100 events

each year including:

e Beare’s Premiere Music Festival (5-6 concerts and
15-20 Education & Outreach events)

¢ Recital Series (4-6 concerts per year)

¢ Family Series (3-4 concerts per year)

e Chamber Music In Schools (50+ in-school
performances per year)

From special needs students to the elite of Hong Kong,
we have programmes aimed at all demographics.
We believe that everybody, regardless of social class,
ethnicity or language, will be moved by the power of
a world class live music performance.
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Dan Zhu is widely recognized as one of the
leading musicians of his generation, praised as
“an artist of affecting humility and beautiful
tone production” by The Strad magazine.
His performance with the Boston Symphony
at the Tanglewood Festival has been praised
as “truly brilliant, compelling, and polished”.
He has appeared with world-class orchestras
under the direction of Maestros Christoph
Eschenbach, Zubin Mehta, Long Yu among
many others, and has performed and given
master classes at many renowned festivals
including Salzburg Festspiele, Tanglewood,
Verbier, Kuhmo, Marlboro, Schleiswig-Holstein,
and Ravinia. As an active chamber musician,
he has collaborated with Joshua Bell, Lang
Lang, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Mischa Maisky
and many others. Zhu has collaborated with
the leading composers of our time, including
Gyorgy Kurtag, Krzysztof Penderecki, George
Benjamin, Tan Dun, and Bright Sheng.
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Recent highlights include duo recitals with
Christoph Eschenbach at the Kennedy Center
and at the National Centre for the Performing
Arts in Beijing; with Kun Woo Paik on the
complete Beethoven violin & piano sonata
cycle worldwide; a solo appearance with
Zubin Mehta and the Orchestra Maggio
Musicale Fiorentino; with Camerata Salzburg
at the Salzburg Festspiele; a performance of
Tan Dun’s concerto with the Philadelphia
Orchestra with the composer conducting;
a recital at Verbier Festival and the China
premiere of Bright Sheng’s violin concerto
“Let Fly” with the composer conducting the
Hong Kong Philharmonic.

A native of Beijing, Zhu made his first public
appearance at the age of nine, performing
Mendelssohn’s violin concerto with the China
Youth Chamber Orchestra. He later studied at
the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing
and Mannes College of Music in New York.
He made his Carnegie Hall debut with
Tchaikovsky violin concerto at the age of
eighteen. His mentors have included Ivry
Gitlis, Gerard Poulet, and Aaron Rosand.
As a recording artist, Dan Zhu has appeared
on several international labels, including
Cascavelle, CPO, Naxos, ORF.

Dan Zhu is a dedicated member of the Nature
Conservancy and the Antarctic Forum, and has
been on three expedition trips to Antarctica,
becoming the first violinist in history to perform
on the continent.

www.danzhumusic.com
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Hailed by The Straits Times as a musician with
“a wonderful sense of colour and impeccably
controlled articulation”, Warren Lee’s artistry has
brought him to five continents, gracing stages
of all sizes in collaboration with international
artists and orchestras around the world.

Lee made his televised debut with the
Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra at the
age of six and was the first-prize winner of
the 1995 Stravinsky Awards International
Piano Competition. A Steinway Artist since
2009, Lee’s discography includes 10 acclaimed
albums on Naxos and a variety of recordings on
Steinway's SPIRIO. The American Record Guide
called him a “first-rate artist” on his recording
of music by Tan Dun and Bernstein.

Off the stage, Lee is an educator and an award-
winning composer with over one hundred
works in print. Following the success of his
popular radio show “Piano Examinations”
on RTHK Radio 4, Lee recently launched
a podcast series, “Piano Talks”. In recognition
of his contributions to the arts, Lee received
the Ten Outstanding Young Persons Award in
Hong Kong in 2012, an Associateship from the
Royal Academy of Music in 2015 and the lan
Mininberg Distinguished Alumni Award by the
Yale School of Music in 2017.
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RS E LB RGEE L o ZANAZS
F4F » Boris Slutskyf2Boris Berman °
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Hong Kong-born pianist Vanessa Wong Wai
Yin won First Prize of the Southern Highlands
International Piano Competition in Australia,
and was the youngest winner of the Gold
Medal in the 7" International Competition for
Young Pianists in Memory of Vladimir Horowitz
in Ukraine with five special prizes.

AYoung Steinway Artist, Wong has given recitals
at the Hong Kong Arts Festival and Newport
International Festival, and in renowned venues
such as the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam,
Salle Cortot in Paris and Carnegie Hall in New
York. She has collaborated with the Hong Kong
Sinfonietta, Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra,
Yale Philharmonia, National Symphony
Orchestra of Ukraine, and New Haifa Symphony
Orchestra in Israel. She is also passionate about
chamber music as an active member of the
Chamber Music Society of Yale Club of Hong
Kong. In 2019, Wai Yin released her debut CD:
Liszt's Transcriptions from Operas by Auber and
Verdi under the Naxos label.

Wong completed the Artist Diploma Program
from the Yale School of Music, after obtaining her
Bachelor of Music Degree with First Class Honours
from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, and her Master's Degree at the Peabody
Conservatory of Johns Hopkins University on full
scholarship. Her teachers have included Gabriel
Kwok, Boris Slutsky and Boris Berman.

Wong has been a recipient of the Hong Kong
Jockey Club Music and Dance Fund, Lady Fung
Scholarship and an Asian Cultural Council
Scholarship. She was awarded a Certificate
of Commendation by the Hong Kong
Government in recognition of her outstanding
achievements in promoting arts and culture on
an international level.

1
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BEETHOVEN (1770-1827)

Sonata for Violin & Piano,
Op. 23 (1801)

Sonata for Violin & Piano,
Op. 24, “Spring” (1801)

Beethoven wrote only ten violin sonatas,
almost all before the age of 32. As Haydn's
pupil, Beethoven had immersed himself in
the compositions of Haydn and Mozart, even
copying movements of their works for closer
study. Beethoven’s violin sonatas are firmly
rooted in the Haydn-Mozart tradition, yet it is
clear that he was already developing his own
individual style of creative expression. Although
these works are called “violin sonatas,” in the
original scores the music is identified as being
“for the fortepiano or harpsichord and a violin”.
In these ten sonatas, Beethoven explored the
ways and means of combining two voices
of unequal sound into a dramatic and near
equal partnership.

Beethoven's fourth and fifth violin sonatas were
originally conceived as a yin-and-yang pair to
be performed together as they complement
each other in both key and temperament,
and were published together in 1801 as Opus
23 No. 1 and Opus 23 No. 2. One year later,
however, they were reprinted as unconnected
works and given separate opus numbers,
Op. 23 and Op. 24.
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Sonata for Violin & Piano,
Op. 23

Presto
Andante scherzoso, piu Allegretto
Allegro molto

One of the most striking characteristics of this
work is the power of its outer movements.
Where the gentle “Spring” Sonata spins long
melodies, the Sonata in A Minor spits out and
develops short phrases full of energy although
all three movements of this animated sonata
end quietly. It is one of only two violin sonatas
that Beethoven wrote in a minor key creating
a melancholy mood, and incorporates several
abrupt thematic changes.

The opening movement is marked Presto,
and is the fastest of the three movements
(contrary to classical sonata form in which
the last movement is the fastest). After an
explosive opening, there are sharp dynamic
contrasts throughout the movement, and the
end comes suddenly: massed chords suddenly
collapse into a pianissimo close. By contrast,
the Andante scherzoso, piu Allegretto sings
playfully, as if Beethoven is content to have
fun after the fury of the opening. The Allegro
molto begins quietly as well, but here the music
surges ahead continuously. The piano has the
steady opening idea, while the violin’s line is
built of repeated notes. Some of the imitation-
and-answer of the middle movement recurs in
the finale, and there are soaring lyric episodes
here too. At the close, the violin comes soaring
suddenly downward and the music is over
almost before one knows it.

13
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Sonata for Violin & Piano,
Op. 24, “Spring”

Allegro

Adagio molto espressivo
Scherzo: Allegro molto

Rondo: Allegro ma non troppo

This is the most popular of Beethoven’s violin
sonatas. It opens with one of Beethoven’s
most endearing lyrical melodies, suggestive
immediately of the freshness and beauty of
spring - earning the sonata its nickname.
Subsequent themes show a little more dynamic
energy, but it is more like a gentle breeze
rustling the leaves than a strong wind, let
alone a storm. The second movement Adagio
is based on a single melody of rare delicacy,
played in turn by both instruments.

Beethoven's shortest sonata movement, the
Scherzo, grows from a simple rhythmic idea,
repeated constantly by the piano, with an off-
beat response from the violin. The movement
takes less than a minute to perform but it
perfectly bridges the sublime simplicity of the
second movement and the gracious lyricism
of the finale. The final Rondo opens with
a melodious theme followed by a slightly
more rhythmical first episode. The second
episode provides contrast by switching to the
minor mode, syncopations in the rhythm, and
chromatic halfsteps in the melody. However,
these tensions prove to be only temporary,
and the peaceful rondo theme soon returns,
confirming the joyful and sunny atmosphere
that dominates the entire composition.

BFFIE (1829-1908)
&S (1810-1856)
fRHiBER (1833-1897)

FA.EZ=MSH (1853)
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DIETRICH (1829-1908)
SCHUMANN (1810-1856)
BRAHMS (1833-1897)

FA.E. Sonata (1853)

Allegro
Intermezzo
Scherzo
Finale

The FA.E. Sonata, a four-movement work for
violin and piano, is a collaborative musical
work by three composers: Robert Schumann,
the young Johannes Brahms, and Schumann'’s
pupil Albert Dietrich.

Violinist Joseph Joachim, a dear friend of all
three composers, was scheduled to give the
premiere of Schumann’s Fantasy for Violin
and Orchestra as a part of the Music Festival
of the Lower Rhine in 1853. As a surprise for
the violinist, the three composers decided to
collaborate on a sonata for violin and piano, and
then challenge Joachim to guess the respective
authors of each movement. Dietrich was
assigned the opening movement, Schumann
volunteered the intermezzo and finale, while
Brahms composed the scherzo.

The composers dubbed the project the
FA.E. Sonata after the phrase that Joachim
had taken as his motto: “Frei aber einsam”
(free but lonely). The idea was for all of the
movements of the sonata to make prominent
use of the musical notes F-A-E, echoing this
motto as a musical cryptogram. The music was
finished quickly, assembled into a performing

15



16

BRETEFH I EBHARRE @ BZ
NEBRMWBH T B8 —EEEN
RIfEE -

edition, and inscribed with a reversed-initial
dedication: “In Expectation of the Arrival of an
Honored Friend.” Joachim was delighted by
the composition and correctly announced each
EEFmIE-AFHRIEIEER movement’s composer without hesitation.
WTELR - 246 T BfhAlfE

MMEZESRE=/IEEEIBHE - The complete work was not published during
PEFIERE T R AR MR the composers’  lifetimes.  Schumann
I ET B AT T R A SRR incorporated  his two movements into his
= FRVEETER - Z2RESAAE  Violin Sonata No. 3. Joachim retained the
BHERIREEFEMBBEMWRE  original manuscript, from which he allowed
% - 2HFAERIEHEARE1935F  only Brahms's Scherzo to be published in
BRI - IR AT RS FEREZ 1906, nearly ten years after Brahms's death.
ERRERERNES - Whether Dietrich made any further use of his
sonata-allegro is not known. The complete
sonata was first published in 1935. Of the
three movements, Brahms' Scherzo is the most
widely played.
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